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The Black Hills Mopars have had a busy summer with car shows all over the
region. Starting with the Gillette Car Show and ending with the Dam Run in Fierre, the
Mighty Mopars have made quite a spectacle.

In July, as most of you know, the club held it's 1st annual Mopars in the Hills Car
Show at Dodge Town. There were 35 cars registered in the Show-n-Shine, with an
estimated 750 people spectating. It was a fantastic show of cars and only promises to be
bigger and better in the future.

Eddy, from Dodge Town, was so impressed with the tum-out, that be is going to
work with the club to help promote the event next year. We would like to thank Eddy and
the rest of the guys at Dodge Town for letting us show our Mighty Mopars. Speaking of
Mighty Mopars, 2 trophies were given during the show, and they went to a couple of
Plum Crazy owners! People's Choice went to Dan and Renee Schiermeister's 1970 Cuda
440-6 pack and Dealer's Choice went to Jerry and Barb Big Eagle with their 1970 Charger
R/T. Congratulations!

Tony and Dawn Heick and Bob and Martha Watkins met up with Terry and
Wanda Heick in Bowman, ND for their Dakota Territory Car Show. It was beautiful
weather and a great time was had by all. Terry and Wanda's '70 Superbee won Ist in its
class, and Tony and Dawn's '63 Polara Convertible won 2nd in its class. Great Job!

Then on the Pierre for the Dam Run where Dave and Beth Doerrs '69 Charger R/T
SE, Tony and Dawn Heick's '63 Polara Convertible, Dan and Renee Schiermeister's 70
Cuda 440-6. Kevin Laird's ‘74 Duster, and Bob and Martha Watkins' 71 GTX shined at
the Capitol Picnics, poker run, breakfast, parades, and little sleep was on the agenda
besides the Show-n-Shine. Dan and Renee's Cuda and Bob and Martha's GTX took 2 of
the top 3 trophies in the '49 and newer class. Great job to all in promoting Mopars!

We hope to continue to promote Mopars throughout the region. Wear your club
jackets with pride! Mopars are on the rise!

| BOB'S MOPAR THOUGHTS I

WANTED: One stall garage to keep a Mopar out of the cold,
gnow, and sleet. Needed only 6 months out of the year
for winter tucking. If available please contact Bob at
1-800-BOO-HOO

Sounds sad doesn't it? My Challenger is the one, chosen for cold storage since my
double car garage is stuffed full with my ‘70 GTX Project 2000 (hopefully it will be done
by the year 2000), my '70 Cuda Money Pit, and my ‘71 (I've had it almost 4 years, ime to



trade in) GTX. Not to mention tools, parts, pieces, posters, and garbage. There's not
much room left for extra’s like a waterbed, TV, and refrigerator. Guess I'l have to be
extra mce (o Martha so | don't go into the dog house!

I've often thought about getting down to just a couple of toys but there's always a
good deal | can't pass on or a car | haven't vet owned! So if [ can keep it down to 4 toys,
2 dauly drivers and a couple of money makers I'll be doing fine.

Until next time...... Mopar to ya!

] " BLACK HILLS MOPARS OFFICERS |

PRESIDENT Bob Watkins 7870 e
VICE-PRESIDENT ~ Darren Witt W)\
SEC\TREASURER Dan Schiermiester 341-
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Phil Schmidit MI- FUoN Lae

Don Schmidt ELLL N L\
CLUB DIRECTOR Martha Watkins 787-
Please feel free to contact any of the officers with any questions or suggestions you may
have.

MOPAR CONNECTION is the bi-monthly newsletter of the Black Hills Mopars. The
newsletter staff reserves the right to edit or reject any article or ad submitted for inclusion
in the newsletter,

| SUMMER TIME EVENTS UPDATE '

*CLUB SPONSORED EVENTS

OCTOBER

15 7:00 MEETING AT BLACK HILLS POWER AND LIGHT
NOVEMBER

19 7:00 MEETING AT BLACK HILLS POWER AND LIGHT
DECEMBER

3 7:00 Christmas Party (Location to be Announced)
JANUARY

21 7:00 MEETING AT BLACK HILLS POWER AND LIGHT

Items will include election of officers, schedule of events for 1995,
and much more.




MOPAR SPOTLIGHT

In this section of our newsletter, we feature a club member and their car. For this issue
we picked Rose Wylezik and Darren Witi s 1992 Chrysler LeBaron Convertible. And,

|

case vou haven't looked vet. ain't in a beauty

Owners: Rose Wylezik and Darren Wit

Ride: 1992 Chrysler Convertible with optional power bulge hood and hideaway
headlights and gnll {veah right!).

Power train: 3 Liter V6 with Automatic Transmission (not that it does you any good
without a radiator)

Exterior: PRB Radiant Fire Red with a white convertible top and tan interior. The
convertible top is one of the few things that actually works.

History of the Car: Rose and Darren have a way of looking past the tree bark stuck in

the grill of a car or the hair hanging from a broken windshield, and seeing the potential

beauty inside. After selling their Dodge Daytona, which had also lost in a game of

chicken, they started looking for the perfect wrecked car. Chevy's were plentiful, but they

just couldn't stoop that low. A glimmer on the horizon { actually further away than that)

was the red convertible. All the way to Long Prairie, Minnesota was the journey  As for

vou weary rravelers. that's about 75 miles north of the twin cities. Since Darren has been

getting pretty cold nding the motorcycle to work evervday, 1 probably won't take long

before this MOPAR is back on the highway



DODGE PODGE

By Jim Peterson

I was just thinking. ..

When I was younger, the best street races (i.e. fastest cars) in my
hometown always contained at least one mopar.

Big block mopars are cheaper to build than a big block generic motors
engine (Really!).

Darrel Alderman and Scott Geoffrion are kickin' some serious butt!
Ten years ago, it was almost impossible to find a mopar racing in any
class, Now, at least one top contender is racing in every type of
competition I can think of, except Winston Cup.

As an adjunct to the above, did anyone see Leo Burkhardsmeier

completely dominate the modified division at the Black Hills Speedway
Nationals? He won with a 496 cube, big block mopar (Really!).

Does everybody want a new Dodge Ram Pickup?

Pistol grip mopars are more fun to drive than muncie equipped Camaros
and top loader Mustangs.

The above, however, does not apply to wet noodle, guess-a-gear, inland
shifted, early B-bodies, which were a disappointment to the entire mopar
community and complete trash.

Tri-power was the wimpiest name ever conceived for 6 barrel induction.

Tor-red and Hemi orange are the same color!



Year One 15 a lifesaver!

Direct Connection was the greatest name ever affixed to a performance
parts division.

Camaros are like opinions, everyone has one!

Owning a mopar means never having to say you're sorry...or something
like that.

The Viper was the favorite, cost-no-object car in a poll conducted by the
National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence which asked the
question of over 7,000 certified master technicians.

The early "70's high-impact colors were the most outrageous paint codes
ever utilized by an automobile manufacturer.

Mopar or Mocar!!




The AAR Cuda & T/A
Challenger Story

By Don Schmidt
& Jim Peterson

The story of the 1970 Mopar Trans-Am cars begins in 1966. This was
the first year for the SCCA Trans-Am series. Mopars were represented from
the opening of the series by a 273 Dart GT and a Barracuda Formula "S".
The Barracuda team headed by Plymouth engineer Scott Harvey received
limited factory support through 1969. The team was not very competitive as
the Ford, Chevy, and AMC teams received full factory backing.

In October of '69, a man by the name of Dan Gurney signed with
Plymouth to run two Trans-Am Barracudas on the SCCA circuit for 1970.
Gumey and his protégé Swede Savage would run the new ponycar body style
in all 11 races and would make a concerted effort to win the championship.
The Dodge camp would be represented by Sam Posey in the new Challenger.
Both teams would use a destroked 340 which made 440-450 horses from
303.8 cubic inches. This was necessary to get under the SCCA S5-liter
maximum engine size. The Gumey team did all of its own engine
development while the Posey team relied on Keith Black for its engine
program. Also, the race engines utilized a single four barrel setup instead of
the production 6-pack induction. Both teams acid dipped their cars to get the
overall weight down near the 3200 Ib. SCCA minimum.

Chrysler didn't keep to their funding levels as promised and all factory
support was dropped after the 1970 season. Dan Gumey says that mother
Mopar "chickened out.”

The AAR 'Cuda was named after Gumey's All American Racers while
Dodge settled on T/A for the Challenger. The series initials were used
because Pontiac already owned the name Trans-Am.

The production models had many unique features all their own:

« Special "Hemi" fenders with radiused wheel opening for greater clearance.

« Special strobe tape stripe with AAR crest at rear applied to body side on
the 'Cuda., Challenger received thick side stripe with 340 six-pak decals
on the fenders.

» Radio antenna mounted on right rear quarter panel.
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Special rear spoiler mounted on deck lid.

Blacked out fiberglass hood with molded scoop, 'Cuda also received
blackout on tops of fenders.

340 high nickel, cast iron block. Stress relieved and stronger main bearing
area.

Extra port material in cylinder heads to allow for porting.

Engine conservatively rated at 290 @ 5000 rpm.

10.5:1 compression ratio.

3x2 Holley carb induction system.

Edelbrock aluminum intake manifold,

Dual exhaust with side exits in front of rear wheels.

8 3/4" rear axle, 3.55:1 standard, 3.91:1 optional.

11" brakes standard.

Front and rear sway bars standard.



CLASSIFIED

FOR SALE:

» Small block 727 with 360 conv., good condition $75.
+ Gray cloth split bench seat, power driver's side, nice for pickup $33
call Larry @ 7870)©)

« '74 Dodge Dart Swin interior, nice bucket seats, $400
call Andy @ 34345)&

+ 'Cuda rear interior panels, black
call Don @ 787-&)/@

71 383 HP, complete, needs rebuild.
'68 383, 4 barrel, complete.
Big block 727 auto trans.
'68 Charger tail lights and rear trim.
Assorted '68-'69 Charger interior parts.
Set big block headers.
360 thermoquad intake.
C-body 8 3/4" rear end.
72 400-440 B, E bf,!d‘.l' ator.

call Jim @ 341— (‘!j]
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WANTED:

» "70'Cuda door panels, black
call Don @ 787-(/(&)










